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1. REGIONAL STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY IN TOURISM 

1.1 Objectives  

According to the World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 

75% of the environmental negative impacts of tourism is caused by the traffic. At the same time the public 

transport is continuously losing its importance on account of the use of the own car. Therefore we can say that 

one of the most serious challenges for Europe will be to manage these upcoming floods of travellers in a 

sustainable way. 

Reducing the negative impact of the trips and the traffic on the environment is the first step in the striving for 

improving the attractiveness of tourist destinations. In particular, individual travelling and air transport are 

among the least environ-mentally friendly means of travelling. On the other hand, the smaller impact on the 

environment cause the railway, bus and water transport, as well as the hiking and the cycling.  

The implementation of more environmentally friendly forms of transport and the development of soft mobility 

offers for tourists are important measures to maintain a high environmental quality and thus a high quality of 

vacation and life. 

Identified at the time of the second meeting of the project partners Transdanube, held on 24.04.2013 in the city 

of Vidin widely accepted objectives in order to implement the principle of sustainable mobility in tourism like a 

conception in the hole region of Danube, is the starting point in the development of regional strategy for 

sustainable mobility in tourism. These objectives represent a set of measures to overcome the existing gaps in 

the sustainable mobility system within the regions along the Danube and reflect the common vision of the 

partners for the development of the sustainable mobility in tourism. These are the following four objectives: 

- Improving accessibility of regions along the Danube (along the river as well as from the river to the hinterland) 

through sustainable mobility offers; 

- Increasing added value from tourism for regions along the river Danube through mobility and tourism 

packages;  

- Raising awareness, knowledge and promotion for sustainable mobility in the Danube region; 

- Stimulating the shift to environmentally friendly mobility systems. 

From the above it becomes clear that the objectives defined are concentrated in four tipics: transportation 

mobility ς development of sustainable mobility offers, tourism ς offering of sustainable tourism products 

(packages, etc.), information system - provide sufficient quantitative and qualitative information and destination 



   

 

 

 

WP4: Strategy Development and Regional Action Plan, Vidin Region, Bulgaria, 18/11/13 Page 6 / 83 

 
 

marketing, which aims to promote the sustainable mobility in tourism, as well as financial, organizational and 

legal framework.  

Sustainable mobility 
offers 

¶ Objectives 

¶ Minimum standards to be achieved 

¶ Definition of indicators to monitor the progress in achieving the defined 
objectives 

Sustainable tourism 
products /packages, 
etc./ 

¶ Objectives 

¶ Minimum standards to be achieved 

¶ Definition of indicators to monitor the progress in achieving the defined 
objectives 

Information and 
marketing 

¶ Objectives 

¶ Minimum standards to be achieved 

¶ Definition of indicators to monitor the progress in achieving the defined 
objectives 

Financing options, 
organizational and 
legal framework 

¶ Objectives 

¶ Minimum standards to be achieved 

¶ Definition of indicators to monitor the progress in achieving the defined 
objectives 

Source: Guidelines ς strategy development and regional action plans 

1.1.1 Objectives in topic ΨΩ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦŦŜǊǎΩΩ Vidin region 

The transport system plays a crucial role in the implement the principles of sustainable mobility in tourism as a 

concept within Vidin district. Its main contribution is the provision of user-friendly high quality offers, containing 

environmentally-friendly means of transport, mainly involving railway, bus and water transport.  In this 

connection, the following objectives have been defined for the Vidin region: 

Objectives Objective 1.  Improving transport accessibility to the tourist sites/regions 
through sustainable public transport; 

Objective 2. Effective intermodal transport development in full compliance 
with the tourist needs /minimum waiting time/ and with the existing transport 
opportunities; 

Objectives 3.  Raising the tourist sensitivity and awareness about the benefits 
of environmentally friendly transport modes, by supporting the eco-efficient 
transport solutions that reduce the private cars using; 

Objectives 4. The cross-border connections and transport opportunities 
improving between Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania through 
sustainable means of transport.  
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For each of the objectives proposed are defined the minimum standards to be achieved in 2020, and indicators 

to monitor the progress in achieving the defined objectives. The measurement instruments possibilities 

/information sources/ are defined. 

 

 

 

 

Objective 1 Improving transport accessibility to the tourist sites/regions through 
sustainable public transport 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Tourists should have at least one access option to the main tourist sites within 
the region through the local public transport. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Share of tourists coming by public sustainable public transport should be at 
least 30%; 
Measurement instruments: field survey, data provided by the Regional 
Statistical Office - Vidin of the National Statistical Institute /NSI/, data on the 
number of the tickets sold by transport operators. 

Objective 2 Effective intermodal transport development in full compliance with the tourist 
needs /minimum waiting time/ and with the existing transport opportunities 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

The coordination achievement between the public transport modes that 
provides up to 30 minutes waiting time for transfer. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Share of tourists using transport integrated into intermodal system with 
waiting time up to 30 minutes - at least 50% of arrivals and departures should 
be realized by integrated intermodal transport system. 
Measurement instruments: the information will be collected using field survey, 
data provided by the Regional Statistical Office - Vidin of the National 
Statistical Institute /NSI/, data on the number of the tickets sold by transport 
operators. 

Objective 3 Raising the tourist sensitivity and awareness about the benefits of 
environmentally friendly transport modes, by supporting the eco-efficient 
transport solutions that reduce the private cars use 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Part of the tourist destinations or routes to be provided by both - 
environmentally public transport and effective opportunities for sustainable 
self-mobility that reduce the need of private car using. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Share of tourists using transportation solutions from the group of 
environmentally efficient public transport, as well as self-mobility 
opportunities - at least 50% from the tourists should have the possibility to use 
environmentally efficient public transport.  
Measurement instruments: the information will be collected using field survey, 
data provided by the Regional Statistical Office - Vidin of the National 
Statistical Institute /NSI/, data on the number of the tickets sold by transport 
operators, data from the companies that providing bicycle rentals. 
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The objectives defined, correspond to the first widely accepted objective by the partners for the common vision 

for sustainable mobility in tourism, concerning to improving the accessibility of the regions along the Danube 

River through offers for sustainable mobility. 

In this connection, for the territory of Vidin services, related to railway transport, extremely positive role will 

provide the implementation of the project approved for funding during the 2014-2020 programme period, 

ΨΩaƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƭƛƴŜ {ƻŦƛŀ ς ±ƛŘƛƴΩΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōiggest transport project for the upcoming planning 

period starting in 2014 and includes both the modernization of track and building new sections and railway 

stations. It is part of the Strategy for development of the transport system in the Republic of Bulgaria by 2020. 

The main priority of its implementation is the development of Trans-European transport network through 

modernization of the railway line Vidin - Sofia - Kulata. 

The envisaged design speed of the new railway line ranges from 160 to 200 km / h, which will reduce the time 

needed to travel between Sofia and Vidin on the current over 5 hours to 3 hours. Successful implementation of 

the project will be extremely favourable impact on the future functioning of connections and travel between 

Sofia and Vidin. 

The route of the railway track and some important features of the project can be traced in Figure 1, from which 

it is clear that the indicative cost of the project amounts to approximately EUR 2.7 billion, i.e. modernization 

and/or the construction of each kilometre of railway track is estimated at around 12 million. 

Bus services in Vidin region contribute to the providing of sustainable mobility offers for tourism. They have to 

respond to both the environmental requirements and the requirements of passengers for quality and comfort of 

travel. Together with this will be implement projects to improve the status of roads in the district. 

!ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ΨΩ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ нллт-нлмоΩΩ ŀǊŜΥ 

Objective 4 The cross-border connections and transport opportunities improving between 
Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania through sustainable means of 
transport 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Tourists should have at least one public transport opportunity for cross-border 
travel between Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania, that should be in 
consistent with the tourism demand. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Share of the cross-border tourist travels by sustainable cross-border mobility 
offers - at least 25% from all travels. 
Measurement instruments: the information will be collected using field survey, 
data provided by the relevant Regional Statistical Offices of the National 
Statistical Institutes, data on the number of the tickets sold by transport 
operators. 
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Modernization of road  I-1 (E-тфύ ΨΩ±ƛŘƛƴ - .ƻǘŜǾƎǊŀŘΩΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ΨΩtǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ό9-79) Vidin - 

Montana'', which includes two sections: Road I-м ΨΩ ±ƛŘƛƴ - Dimovo" from 3 +757 km to 39 +480 km of 

approximately length 35,723 km road and I-м ΨΩ5ƛƳƻǾƻ - Bela - wǳƧƛƴǘǎƛΩΩ ŦǊƻƳ оф Ҍпул ƪƳ ǘƻ см Ҍтрл ƪƳ ƻŦ 

approximately length 22,270 km. The project is carried out in the districts of Vidin, Montana and Vratsa.  

Table 1 presents information on the planned 2014-2020 projects in the road network in Vidin district. The 

projects implementation will be through grant assistance provided by the structural funds of the EU, financing 

ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ΨΩ{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǘƛŀǊȅ ǊƻŀŘǎΩΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ 

The third priority transport mode in Vidin region is water transport. Currently, it does not satisfy the Danube 

potential provided.  

Favourable role to the transport system will provide Danube Bridge 2 "New Europe" at Vidin - Calafat. To the 

bridge will operate a new border crossing. Operation of the bridge will allow for combined transport on the 

route, which will have a key role for the future development of trans-9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ Ѕ пΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ 

increasing the share of international tourists. 

1.1.2      Objectives in topic ΨΩSustainable tourism products /packages, etc./ΩΩ Vidin region  

The tourist system has contributed to the application of the principle of sustainable mobility in tourism. It can 

be seen as a regional concept of major importance concerning objectives which achievement depends on 

various stakeholders: 

Objectives Objective 1. Environmentally friendly alternative types of tourism development - 
cultural and historical, ecotourism, fishing, cave tourism, cycling, hiking, wine 
tourism, rural tourism; 

Objective 2. Improving the tourism services quality within Vidin region, related to 
servicing, accommodation, catering, new animations; 

Objective 3. Creating conditions for effective use of the sustainable tourism 
product through strengthening the connection between public transportation and 
sustainable means of self-mobility /bicycle, riding, ecopaths, etc./; 

Objective 4. Improving cross-border cooperation between Bulgaria and Serbia, 
Bulgaria and Romania in the area of tourist packages, and development of cross-
border region for cyclists.  
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Lƴ ǘƻǇƛŎ ΣΣ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΩΩ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ нлнлΣ ŀƴŘ 

indicators to monitor the progress in achieving the objectives have been defined: 

 

 

 

Objective 1 Environmentally friendly alternative types of tourism development - cultural 
and historical, ecotourism, fishing, cave tourism, cycling, hiking, wine tourism, 
rural tourism 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Tourists should have access to tourism packages concerning at least two of the 
mentioned environmentally alternative types of tourism. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Share of tourists that purchase services of the elaborated tourism packages - at 
least 25%. 
Measurement instruments: field survey, information from the local 
representativeness from the tourism sector, Regional Statistical Office - Vidin, 
data from the firms providing services in the area of the alternative forms of 
tourism. 

Objective 2 Improving the tourism services quality within Vidin region, related to servicing, 
accommodation, catering, new animations 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Providing of increased tourism services quality and offering of more diversified 
tourism product within Vidin region.  

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Share of tourists who are satisfied with the tourist services and products 
quality - at least 50%.  
Measurement instruments: field survey, information provided by the local 
representatives from the tourism sector, Regional Statistical Office - Vidin, 
number of the new objects providing accommodation, catering and 
animations, measuring the growth of the service prices.  

Objective 3 Creating conditions for effective use of the sustainable tourism product 
through strengthening the connection between public transportation and 
sustainable means of self-mobility /bicycle, riding, ecopaths, etc./ 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Provided a direct connection between sustainable public transport and the 
environmentally friendly means of local transport /bicycle lanes, bicycles, 
riding, ecopaths, etc./ that provide the self-mobility. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Share of tourists using the opportunity provided for combination between 
public transport and sustainable self-mobility - at least 30%.  
Measurement instruments: field survey, information from the Regional 
Statistical Office - Vidin of the National Statistical Institute /NSI/, number of 
the stations/stops of public transport to which it has built bicycle lane/bicycle 
route.  

Objective 4 Improving cross-border cooperation between Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and 
Romania in the area of tourist packages, and development of cross-border 
region for cyclists 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Created at least two joint package offers for cross-border sustainable tourism 
between Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania. 



   

 

 

 

WP4: Strategy Development and Regional Action Plan, Vidin Region, Bulgaria, 18/11/13 Page 11 / 83 

 
 

 
The tourist demand must be in the essence of all the measures and activities. This is the only way to develop 

individual offers, which include high comfort and quality. Other basic direction is to increase the sensibility of 

the customers to the offered services and packages. The measurement of the sensibility might be entrusted to 

the nongovernmental sector and other stakeholders. In the communication process is necessary to be ensures 

feedback information about the trips and to demonstrate the ecologically sustainable alternatives.     

1.1.3 Objectives in topic ΨΩInformation ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎΩΩ ±ƛŘƛƴ Ǌegion 

The implementation of the principles for sustainable mobility in tourism of the Vidin region, conceptually 

depends by the accessible information for the offered public transport services. The access to detailed and 

quality information for the route schedules, available by internet or other forms, will contribute to better quality 

tourist services, including at the time of travelling.   

Objectives  Objective 1. Improving the region Vidin image like a tourist destination that provides 
sustainable transport and tourism opportunities; 

Objective 2. Providing of timely and reliable information about the mobility and 
public transportation transfers to the main tourist destinations; 

Objective 3. Elaboration of user-friendly information systems and/or technologies - 
internet, mobile devices applications /guides, schedules, games and etc./ encouraging 
traditional and alternative tourism forms; 

Objective 4. Creating of information systems that advertise cross-border destinations 
and tourism packages. 

 

With regards to tƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻǇƛŎ ΣΣLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎΩΩ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 

/in 2020/ and indicators for monitor the progress in achieving the objectives were defined: 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Share of tourists which purchase services from the elaborated package offers 
for sustainable tourism - at least 25%. 
Measurement instruments: field survey, information from the local 
representatives from the tourism sector, data from the relevant Regional 
Statistical Offices, data from the companies providing cross-border tourism 
packages. 

Objective 1 Improving the region Vidin image like a tourist destination that provides 
sustainable transport and tourism opportunities 

Minimum standards to be For each tourism package elaborated should be carry out at least one national 
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achieved in 2020 and/or international information/media campaign promoting Vidin district like 
a tourist destination that offers possibilities for environmentally friendly 
transport and tourism. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Carried out at least one information campaign for each of the tourism package 
elaborated. 
Measurement instruments: field survey, information from local stakeholders 
related to the objective achievement, questionnaire survey, media survey. 

Objective 2 Providing of timely and reliable information about the mobility and public 
transportation transfers to the main tourist destinations 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Doubled the count of the objects /public stations, hotels, public buildings/, 
where can be obtained actual and timely transport and tourist information 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Doubled count of the objects where the visitors could be obtain reliable and 
timely transport and tourist information.  
Measurement instruments: field survey, information provided by local 
representatives from the transport and tourism sector, number of visits to 
websites for information. 

Objective 3 Elaboration of user-friendly information systems and/or technologies - 
internet, mobile devices applications /guides, schedules, games and etc./ 
encouraging traditional and alternative tourism forms 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

The tourists should have access to at least one integrated informative 
transport and tourist site, as well as access to at least one mobile application 
for each tourist destination/offer. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Constructed at least one transport and tourist site concerning reliable 
information about the mobility transfers, schedules and offers, and elaborated 
at least one mobile device application for each tourist destination/offer. 
Measurement instruments: information provided by local stakeholders in the 
transport and tourism sector, number of downloaded internet applications for 
mobile devices, number of internet visits. 

Objective 4 Creating of information systems that advertise cross-border destinations and 
tourism packages 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

The tourists should have information and access to at least one cross-border 
tourist destination through the sustainable mobility offer 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

The tourism supply should include at least one cross-border sustainable 
mobility offer. 
Measurement instruments: field survey, information from local stakeholders in 
the tourism sector, data from the relevant Regional Statistical Offices, number 
of tourists that purchase cross-border tourism packages services. 
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1.1.4 Objectives in topic ΨΩCƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΩΩ Vidin region 

Crucial place in the objectives for sustainable mobility in tourism achievement take the financial, organizational 

and legal frame within Vidin region.  

Objectives  Objective 1. Creating an organizational framework that improves the vertical 
management coordination and horizontal operational coordination concerning the 
transport and tourism sector; 
 
Objective 2. Ensure continuity between the Regional Strategy Development 
objectives and the planning documents for local development; 
 
Objectives 3. Creating of joint civil and institutional forums related to the 
sustainable mobility offers elaboration in the tourist destinations; 
 
Objective 4. Improving the tourism and transport education through the initiatives 
for long life learning; 

Objective 5. Elaboration of sustainable mobility projects funded by the Territorial 
Cooperation Programs between Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania, the 
Operational Programs in Bulgaria, and the Program for the Rural areas. 

 

Lƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǇƛŎ ΣΣCƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΩΩ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

minimum standards to be achieved in 2020, and indicators to monitoring the progress in achieving the 

objectives have been defined: 

 

Objective 1 Creating an organizational framework that improves the vertical 
management coordination and horizontal operational coordination 
concerning the transport and tourism sector 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Created working group that conducts at least two annual meetings aimed at 
improving the coordination between local, regional and national 
stakeholders at vertical and horizontal level. 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Held at least two annual meetings to acquaint the representatives from the 
transport and tourism sector with the benefits from the sustainable mobility, 
and with the possibilities for joint actions for environmentally friendly 
transport and tourism in the district. 
Measurement instruments: information provided by local representatives 
from the transport and tourism sector, number of the held meetings, number 
of the initiatives and projects proposed. 
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Objective 2 Ensure continuity between the Regional Strategy Development objectives 
and the planning documents for local development 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Integrate the objectives of the Regional Strategy in the 11 municipalities in 
Vidin region planning documents for local development 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/  

The objectives number that correspond to the Regional Strategy and the 
Municipal Development Plans of municipalities of Vidin district. 
Measurement instruments: information provided by representatives of the 
local authorities and by the expert team involved in the planning documents 
elaboration. 

Objective 3 Creating of joint civil and institutional forums related to the sustainable 
mobility offers elaboration in the tourist destinations 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Provided at least one civil and institutional annual forum related to the 
sustainable mobility offers application in the tourist destinations 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Held at least one civil and institutional annual forum dedicated to the 
sustainable mobility offers application in the tourist destinations within Vidin 
region. 
Measurement instruments: information from the local stakeholders in the 
transport and tourism sector, the forums number, the participants number, 
the realized initiatives number, the sustainable mobility offers number, 
number of the good practices presented at the forums. 

Objective 4 Improving the tourist and transport education through the initiatives for long 
life learning 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Provided access to at least one educational module for the students and the 
tourists related to tourism and transport education  

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

At least 25% from the students in Vidin region should be educated in the 
module elaborated. 
Measurement instruments:  field survey, information provided by the local 
representatives of the transport and tourism sector conducting the training 
modules. 

Objective 5 Elaboration of sustainable mobility projects funded by the Territorial 
Cooperation Programs between Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania, 
the Operational Programs in Bulgaria, and the Program for the Rural areas 

Minimum standards to be 
achieved in 2020 

Developed and applied at least 5 sustainable mobility projects to the 
Territorial Cooperation Programs between Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and 
Romania, the Operational Programs in Bulgaria, and the Program for the 
Rural areas 

Definition of indicators to 
monitor the progress in 
achieving the defined 
objectives /including the 
measurement instruments/ 

Submitted at least 5 projects for sustainable mobility through the Territorial 
Cooperation Programs between Bulgaria and Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania, 
the Operational Programs in Bulgaria, and the Program for the Rural areas. 
Measurement instruments: information provided by the local stakeholders in 
the border areas within the three countries, data by the local authorities, 
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1.2 Regional Framework conditions  

The analyzed regional framework conditions concern four topics for Vidin region: transport system, 

transportation and tourism information systems and relevant framework conditions, incl. organizational and 

legal framework and financial issues. 

These topics correspond with the four widely accepted objectives by the partners about the common 

sustainable mobility vision in tourism in the regions along the Danube.  

1.2.1 Transport system in Vidin region 

Water transport 

The only navigable river and main artery within the Vidin region is the Danube River, which provides an 

exclusive opportunity for the development of the water transport. The city of Vidin lies on the right bank of the 

5ŀƴǳōŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳǊ ǇƻǊǘ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎΥ bƻǊǘƘ tƻǊǘ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭΣ aƻǘƻǊ ŦŜǊǊȅōƻŀǘ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭΣ tƻǊǘ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ΨΩ/ŜƴǘǊŜΩΩ ŀƴŘ 

tƻǊǘ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ {ƻǳǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ōȅ ΨΩwƻ-wƻΩΩ 

ships. The ports location provides easy access to the passenger transport facilities within the city of Vidin: rail, 

bus and river station. Thus, for passing in the port terminal arrivals and departures (mainly from cruise ships) 

there is no need to use additional road transport to reach the other ones or the historical city centre.  

Despite the exclusive potential for water transport development within the Vidin region, at this phase it remains 

unrealized.  

Air transport 

Near Vidin in about 6 km close to the village of Inovo (Vidin Municipality), is situated a civil airport which was 

built in 1973, but not function since 1999. The airport is under the administration of the Regional Governor of 

Vidin. In our days the Regional Administration Vidin explores the possibility to renovate the airport functions 

and to establish a concession due to the expressed investor interest. The airfield is able to serve airplanes with a 

maximum weight up to 5700 kg and 19 passengers on board.  

number of the projects proposals submitted, number of the projects 
proposals approved and realized. 
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.ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлмн ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ±ƛŘƛƴΩǎ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ 

 

Railway transport 

According to the National Statistics Institute (NSI), at the end of 2012 the length of the railway lines in Vidin 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ млм ƪƳΣ ул ƪƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ όЅтύ {ƻŦƛŀ - Vidin. The line 

serves the local municipalities of Rujintsi, Dimovo, Makresh, Gramada and Vidin. The other six municipalities in 

Vidin region: Belogradchik, Bregovo, Boynitsa, Kula, Novo Selo and Chuprene do not have direct rail access to 

the regional centre Vidin and to the remaining part of the country. 

In the section of the line Vidin - Sofia passing through the territory of Vidin district has 13 rail station stops and 

separate posts. 

The route of the railway line Sofia - Vidin is served by fast trains and passengers trains. The required time to 

cover the 200 kilometre distance between the capital and the city of Vidin by fast train varies between 5-5 ½ 

hours. This is an extremely serious problem affecting the comfort of the passengers on the railway trips.  

After the putting into operation of tƘŜ 5ŀƴǳōŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜ н άbŜǿ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ κWǳƴŜ нлмоκΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

international trains traffic through Vidin - Calafat to Budapest planned for 2014, it is expected a significant 

increase of the passengers and tourist flow. 

 

Road transport 

In the territory of Vidin pass two Trans - European transport corridors - Ѕп 5ǊŜǎŘŜƴκbǳǊŜƳōŜǊƎ - Prague - 

Vienna/Bratislava - Budapest - Craiova (Romania) - Vidin - Sofia - Kulata - Thessaloniki/Plovdiv - Istanbul, which 

connects Central with South East Europe. The other one iǎ Ѕт wƘƛƴŜ - Main - Danube which connects the Black 

Sea and the North Sea.  

The national road network within the territory of Vidin district is 611,4 km first class roads, secondary and 

tertiary roads, presented in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1 Republican road network by road - 2011 

Source: National Statistical Institute, www.nsi.bg                               

 
The most important road passing through the Vidin territory is I-1 (E-79) - Romanian border - Vidin ferry - road 

Vidin - Dimovo - Rujintsi - Montana border. The road is part of the Trans-9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ Ѕ пΦ Lǘǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ 

Vidin region is 73,5 km or only 2,47% from the first class roads in Bulgaria. 

In Vidin district there are no highways.  

In a good status are 29,0% (179,9 km) of the roads in the region, while the other 26,0% (155,6 km) needs 

improvement, remodeling and renovation. /Figure 2/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 2 Status of the republican road network in Vidin region 

Source: Regional Road Administration Vidin 

 
The republican first class roads, secondary and tertiary roads can be traced in Table 1. 

The road network in Vidin region has the density of 201,6 km per 1000 km2. But has a bad condition. City 

transport operates only in the city of Vidin, which basic problem the limited number of the lines and the low 

conformity is none responding to the people needs. The entire public transport vehicles are very old and 

environmentally inefficient.   

There are problem caused by the long buses intervals, which makes difficulties for tourists to visit a certain 

destination and get back in the same day. The old buses cause high maintenance costs. 






































































































































